
Metro Rail Expansion Project DEIS 

Metro Rail Expansion Meeting Summary 

 i 

Metro Rail Expansion Meeting Summary 

OPEN HOUSE #1 (PUBLIC KICK-OFF) 

2.1.1 Overview 

The first Open House of the  NFTA  Metro Rail Expansion project was held on Thursday, December 

6th  from 5:00 to 7:00 PM at Sweet Home Middle School, 4150 Maple Road, Amherst, NY 14226.  

Meeting attendees were asked to review poster boards with information on the project and maps of 

the project corridor. Project team members were on hand to answer questi ons. After signing in, 

attendees were encouraged to offer feedback by attaching sticky notes  to the map rollouts, filling out 

official comment cards or inputting directly into  the project website using  iPads. Comment cards 

could also be mailed in after the  meeting.  

The open house was attended by over 80 members of the public. Attendees left 24 comments on the 

two map rollouts, 12 completed comment cards and an undetermined number of comments online. A 

list of attendees is included in Appendix A. Meeting ma terials including poster board images are 

included in Appendix B. A table of all comments received, and a summary of the methodology used to 

categorize comments is included in Appendix C. Images of input received on comment cards or sticky 

notes attached t o the map rollouts is included in Appendix D. Photographs of the meeting are 

included in Appendix E. 

Summary of Comment Themes 
 

Comments received by the conclusion of Open House #1 numbered 144 including via an online 

comment form, the crowdsourced map on the projectõs website, comment cards distributed at the 

meeting , and sticky notes left by attendees on rollout maps of the project corridor. Comments that 

were not responses to other comments (1 18) were categorized. Comments most frequently fell into 

the categories of station location s (22.8%); transportation , including parking, traffic and multimodal 

connections (18.6%); and the light rail alignment, whether between the Alternatives Analysis 

Locally -Preferred Alternative ( AA-LPA) and the  Refined LPA (LPA),  Kenmore Avenue and Niagara 

Falls Boulevard Alternative, or other possible routes (16.1%).  Socio-economic conditions (12.7%) and 

the question of where the light rail would run at or below grade  (7.6%) were also frequently 

mentioned in comments. Miscellaneous comments made up 22.8% of all comments categorized.  



D R A F T/ Project No. 34LZ1725 ii 

2.1.2 Appendix A: Attendees 

Figure 1 Sign-In sheets 
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NFTA  

Nadine Chalmers  

Mike Esford  

Tom George 

Bob Gower 

Daren Haas  

Rob Jones 

Rachel Maloney  

Brian McDonald  

Kim Minkel  

Kevin Rogers  

 

GBNRTC  

Hal Morse  

Amy Weymouth  

 

Project Team  

Garrett Augustyn, WSP  

Christopher Dunne, Highland Planning  

Frank Frandina, Mott McDonald  

Fred Frank, WSP  

Virginia Leary, WSP  

Scot Sibert, WSP  

Lisa Zielinski, Mott McDonald  

Tanya Zwahlen, Highland Planning   
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2.1.3 Appendix B: Meeting Materials 

Figure 2 Meeting Flyer 
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Figure 3 Social Media Image 
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Figure 4 Welcome Display 

 

Figure 5 Project Schedule Display 

 


