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Purpose and Need Statement

1.0 General

This document establishes the draft Purpose and Need for transportation investment in the study area for
GKS bAF3IFNI CNRYGASNI ¢ NIy aLl2 NHBuffafb £ofridor Bzaftk 2 NA G & Q&
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). A Purpose and Need statement outlines the reasons for proposing
a project and the underlying needs for a project. The Purpose and Need Statement is the foundation of the
National EnvironmentaPolicy Act (NEPA) planning process. It provides the rationale and justification for
undertaking a major federal investment and forms the basis for the range of alternatives to be studied in a
NEPA document. The Purpose and Need also includes draftaBodaBbjectives, which focus on related

issues that reflect environmental, community, and transportation values.

The Purpose and Need Statement embodies transportation conditions that are observable and data
supported, as well as problems, opportunit@sd needs articulated by the public and stakeholders. Public
and stakeholder input regarding problems, opportunities and needs will occur during the informal scoping
meetings, the formal NEPA Scoping Meeting for the Metro AmizgBsiffalo Corridor DEISriough

preparation of the DEIS, and during the formal comment period on the DEIS. This draft Purpose and Need
Statement states the purpose of the proposed action, documents the deficiencies in the existing
transportation system and the foreseeable letggm consequences of these deficiencies, and describes the
needs arising from these deficiencies and supporting the purpose. The Purpose and Need Statement serve
as a cornerstone for the development and evaluation of alternatives.

2.0 ProjectPurpose
The purpos of the proposed project is to provide a fast, reliable, safe, and convenient transit ride in the
AmherstBuffalo Corridor linking established and emerging activity centers along the existing Metro Rail
Line in the City of Buffalo with existing and emeggactivity centers in the Town of Amherst. The project
will better serve existing rail and bus riders, attract new transit patrons, improve connections to/from
Buffalo and Amherst, and support redevelopment and other economic development opportunities.
Importantly, it will serve to improve livability by increasing mobility and accessibility in communities
throughout the project corridor. The project will:
f Serve increased travel demand generated by new development in downtown Buffalo and in
Ambherst.
{1 Providehigh-quality transit service to and from key activity centers in the AmhBrgtalo Corridor
by providing a timeefficient transit option connecting and serving key destinations in the corridor
(University at Buffalo (UB) campuses, Buffalo Niagara Me@aapus (BNMC), the Buffalo central
business district (CBD), business parks, the Buffalo waterfront, aotbacs).
{ Better serve transitlependent population segments and improve opportunities for participation of
the workforce in the overall regionatanomy.
f Improve the system operating efficiency of the tramstwork.
Support local and regional land use planning and tramsénted design.
f Provide social benefits from transit investment that supports an array of economic and affordable
housingdevelopment.

=
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1 Help meet the sustainability goals and measures as contained in state, regional, and local plans (On:
Region Forward he Regional Plan for Sustainable Development, Buffalo Niagara 2G50
Metropolitan Transportation Plan ohe Greater BuffaldNiagara Regional Transportation Council,
Erie and Niagara Counties Framework for Regional Growth, the University at Buffalo 2020 Plan, the
2 SAGSNY bS¢ ,2N] wS3IA2ylLf 902y2YAO0 5S@St 2LIrSy
StrategidPlan , the City of Buffalo Comprehensive Plan, and the Town of Amherst Comprehensive
Plan, amongthers).

1 Help relieve parking constraints and capacity issues on the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus and
surrounding downtown area to minimize traffic and paudgrelated impacts omeighborhoods.

3.0 ProjectHistory

The potential for providing highuality transit service in the AmhergtBuffalo Corridor has been

considered for nearly 50 years. The concept for Metro Rail evolved in the 1960s and 1970s as but one
segment of a proposed 4diile network of rapid transit rail lines across the region. Plans were developed

for a 14mile rail line running between Downtown Buffalo and Amherst to north of the planned University
Fd . dzFFlFE2Qa b2NIUK fegand tddmstdeffebtidefessiafd cAngisfeOcS Wili Bbcald y
objectives, the proposed project was scaled backto&'sixt S NI At f Ay S GSN¥YAYLF GA
South Campus. This line opened in 1985 and continues to operate as Metro Rail.

In 2010 NFTA updated their 2001 Strategic Assessment. The review examined both available exclusive
rights-of-way and existing major arterial corridors as possible locations for major transit investments. The
study identified four corridors as candidates for fueunajor investment. The AmherBuffalo corridor was
recommended as a candidate for further study.

The following describes other key reasons that support the need to evaluate possible future transit
improvements in the corridor:
1 D.bw¢/ Qa | R2 ltdd SRgRangeTiang@oitafioh Plan includes a transit investment in
this corridor.
1 D.bwe¢/ Qa O2y3ISadAz2y YIylFr3aSYSyild aedaiasSy akKz2ga (
the studyarea.
f  Multiple regional planning efforts have identified the AmheBsiffalo Corridor as a growitorridor
f  The City of Buffalo, the University at Buffalo and the Town of Amherst have comprehensive plans,
which promote compact, mixedse, centesbased development complementary to transérvice.
f  The University at Buffalo has\@ral campuses with the need to transport students, faculty and
staff between them in an efficient, safe and scheduteghner.
1 ¢KS CSRSNIf ¢NIYyaAd ! RYAYAAOGANIGAZ2YyQa 6C¢! o LI
significantly with MAR21. Land userad economic development are valued differently, as are
mobility and coseffectiveness.
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4.0 CorridorSetting

The AmhersBuffalo Corridor is marked by high transit usage and contains a large numtasidgnts who
do not own a vehicle. The NFTA Metro Rail line provides fast and reliable rail transit service along a radial
(north-south) route that passes through the corridor to/from downtown Buffalo. By contrast, the NFTA
Metro Bus service within theocridor is more limited in terms of frequency and span of service and of
lower quality in terms of speed and reliability. Bus service is available, but it is not optimal because it
operates in traffic on a congested roadway network as well as during wirgather conditions. The bus
service is provided by NFTA and multiple private providers and often requires that patrons transfer
between routes and providers to reach their destinations. The multiple provider environments create
duplication of services. Ehstudy area extends from downtown Buffalo along the Amh&isifalo Corridor
and is displayed on the map in Figdre

Figure 1 Study Area Map

Amherst-Buffalo Corridor

]

Ambherst-Buffalo Corridor
—— Metro Rad
w44 == Bus Route
B usENMC Campuses
Amherst-Buffalo Corridor
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The following subsections describe the existing and expected future land use patternsgexasisit
services, transit service markets, projected population and employment growth, traffic conditions, and lack
of transit system connectivity, which provide the context for the project need.

5.0 Existing LandJse
This section describes the current thnse and development context.

5.1 City ofBuffalo
The City of Buffalo remains the economic center of the metropolitan region, although over many years the
rate of commercial and residential growth in suburban areas has exceeded that of the city.

As withmost major cities, downtown Buffalo has a mix of office, business, retail, and entertainment and
tourism uses. The downtown area has about 3.2 million square feet of Class A office space and 3.1 million
square feet of Class B office space, and it is hamadre than 1,100 businesses with over 58,000
employees. The largest private employers are HSBC Bank, Roswell Park Cancer Institute, which is one of
0KS vy I Gratedyeander hbspitals and research centers, M&T Bank, Buffalo General Medical Center,
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Western New York, the new Gates Vascular Institute, Buffalo and the Buffalo
News?! Downtown also has more than 60 restaurants and bars and more than 50 retail stores.

Downtown Buffalo has several entertainment, cultural, and touranilities. It attracts seven million

visitors annually to sporting events, festivals, concerts, theatres, and tradeshows. It is home to eight live
OKSFGSNARE I OAYySYFX ALttt SNASaAa YR aia3ayairTabigesti | N
concentrations of performing arts venues in the country. There are 12 hotels located in the Downtown

area, and more than 1,500 hotel rooms are within a ten minute walk of the Buffalo Niagara Convention
Center. The First Niagara Center is a muutipose arena, which is the home of the NatioHatkey

[ SI 3dz2SQa . dzZFFlLt2 {lFOoNBa& K2 L& nm NBEIdzZ | NJ S| 2
for hockey games is 19,070. The arena also hosts basketball games, concerts, ice shows, amdilyther fa
shows. Coc&ola Field is the home for the Buffalo Bisons minor league baseball team. It is the largest
minor league field in the country, with a capacity of 18,050, and it hosts 72 regular season games per year.

The Erie Canal Harbor Developmentgooation and the City of Buffalo have revitalized several acres of
downtown waterfront space creating a significant recreational and tourism destination. The revitalization
features several fully restored facets of the original Erie Canal terminus ard B# Q& g 0 SNF NR Y
the Commercial Slip, the wooden plank Central Wharf, a replica canal era building, and the Whipple Truss

F22G0 ONAR3IS® ¢KS IINBI |faz2z AyOfdzZRSa +SGSNIyQa 21|
ships, various monumest and military artifacts. The ongoing Canal Side project focuses on developing
L dzZFFILE20Qa LYYSNI I FNDB2NI F2 N Lldzo tuge® b 2002 ovat 3908veritst = N

took place at Canal Side attracting over 750,000 visitors and thasbens will be exceeded in 2013.

There is also a focus on improving access to the Inner and Outer Harbor areas with the Erie Canal Harbor
Development Corporation (ECHDC), in cooperation with the New York State Department of Transportation
(NYSDOQOT) prepariagp Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for a new bridge .
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In addition to University at Buffalo described in more detail in following sections, the City of Buffalo is

home to a number of other colleges and universities including Buffate Stallege, Erie Community

/2t S3ST . NEBIYd g9 {dNrddGz2y /2t€tS3Ss /FyAaAidza [ 2f
College.

The area surrounding the downtown commercial area has a number of residential neighborhoods: Lower
West Side, Allaiown, Hospital Hill, Fruit Belt, Delaware, and Cold Springs. Additional residential
neighborhoods along the Buffalo portion of the study area include Masten Park, EImwood Strip, Parkside,
Hamlin Park, Kensington, Filmelceroy, Central Park, University fBict, and University HeightsThe 2010

LJ2 LJdzf F GA2Y 2F GKS GDNBFGSNI526yG26yé | NBIFT | a RS
Buffalo has a 2010 population of 261,310

5.2  Town of Amherst

The largest and most populogsburbof Buffalo, New Yorkthe town of Amherst encompasses mosthaf
incorporated village ofVilliamsvilleand the hamlets oEggertsvilleGetzville Snyder Swormville andEast
Amherst As of the 2010 census, Amherst had a total population of 122,366. As previously noted, Amherst
is home of the North Campus of UB, as well as the graduate campdedaiille Collegea campus of

Bryant and Stratton CollegBaemen Collegand a campus of Erie Community College. In the Amherst
portion ofthe study corridor, the land uses include a mix of residential, commerciainstitditional.

Major singlefamily neighborhoods include the Eggertsville area, Grover Cleveland Terrace, Willow Ridge
Estates, and Bucyrus Heights. In addition, the areatias 50 multifamily residential complexes,

including many oriented to university students. Concentrations of private student housing are located
along Chestnut Ridge Road and Sweet Home Road west of the UB North Campus, located in Amherst.

Amherst also hs several senior citizen complexes including the Brewster Mews, Peppertree Heights,
Daffodil, Shaarey Zedek, Hopkins Court, and Amherst Towne apartments, as well as the Weinberg Campus
Beechwood Continuing Care, and Elderwood Health Care senior livipeo@s, and the Audubon Adult
residential facility for disabled persons. Laveome apartment complexes include Allenhurst, Jackson

Square, Parkside, and Princeton Court.

With over 94,000 jobs, Amherst is a growing employment center. Commercial actolitgles retail,
2FTFAOSE o0dzaAYySada k AYRAZAUONARLFIEZ yR K20Sta k Y2i¢
Niagara Falls Boulevard, Maple Road, and Sheridan Drive has a major concentration of retail / commercial
activity. This area has manytaé centers including Northtown Plaza, TJ Maxx Plaza, Boulevard Mall with
over 100 stores, Raymour and Flanigan Plaza, Burlington Plaza, Boulevard Consumer Square, Wal Mart
Super Center, Sheridan Center with over 20 stores, and Maple Crossing.

Amherst ha significant office development, especially close to UB. The University Corporate Center, which
has about 400,000 square feet of Class A office space in 7 buildings on 33 acres, is located off Maple Road
Several smaller office complexes are located andhea just north of the campus, particularly along North
Forest Road and Audubon Parkway. These office locations include Audubon Office Park, Seevast Office

AZCOM 7
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Center, 2410 North Forest, Audubon Center, Towne Center | and Il, and Bryant Moedgy to the west
andnorth, other office complexesncludeUniversityCommonsSweetHomeCommonsand WestAmherst

Office Park. Further north, a major newer development is the CrossPoint Business Park (with over 1 millior
square feet). Another major lsiness park is the Audubon Industialrk.

Amherst has several hotels and motels. One concentration is located along Niagara Falls Boulevard near
Exit 3 of4290; it includes Holiday Inn, Extended Stay, Sleep Inn, Rodeway Inn, Econo Lodge, Knights Inn,
and RedCarpetinn (the latter three actuallyare on the west sideof NiagaraFallsBoulevardn Tonawanda).
Another concentration is located just off Millersport Highway near Exit 2601 This area includes
Homewood Suites, DoubleTree, Marridtpmfort Inn, Red Roof Inn, and Candlew&aites.

A complex of Amherst municipal facilities including court, library, and senior center is located along
Audubon Parkway north of UBorth. Figure 2 shows existing land uses.

AZCOM 8
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Figure 2 Existing Land Use Map, Amherst
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5.3 Town of Tonawanda

A small portion of the study area is in Tonawanda. Tonawanda is a town in Erie County, New York, and as
of the 2010 census, the town had a population of 73,567. The town is at the north border ocbtimty

and is the northern suburb of the City of Buffalo. The portion of Tonawanda that is in the study area is
largely centered upon Niagara Falls Boulevard, a commercial strip corridor with primarily residential land
uses behind the commercial. Niagd&falls Boulevard serves as the boundary line with the Town of

Amherst. Niagara Falls Boulevard is a major commercial destination supporting both the Town of
¢2yl 6l yRI YR GKS ¢26y 2F ! YKSNBGSE 6AGK Goyw3a 02E
and smaller, supporting retail and commercial uses on the Town of Tonawanda side. Congestion and traffic
problems have long plagued Niagara Fabisilevard.

The Comprehensive Plan for Tonawanda recognizes that the character of Niagara Falls Beutetard i
uniform, but can be divided into four segments:

f South of Sheridan Drive: mixed use, with pockets of low density retail. The plan states that the focus
should be on aesthetic standards, traffic calming and linking commercial uses with adjacent
neighborhoods.

§ Sheridan Drive to-290: primarily commercial. The plan states that access management
improvements are most needed in this section. More creative approaches to site design, including
expansion from the rear of properties along Niagara Balislevard should be explored over the
longrun.

f 1-290 north to Ellicott Creek Road: primarily commercial, with some residential and mixethase.
plan notes that access management improvements also important in this segment, with efforts to
tie convenience retail to neighborhodaktter.

1 North of EllicottCreekRoad:mixeduse,includingpark. Theplannotesthat improvementsto
bikeways and improving pedestrian facilities aseded.

5.4  University atBuffalo

The University at Buffalo (UB) is thegest and most comprehensive campus in the State University of New
C2N)] aeadSyo !, Aada bSg 2N Qa tSIFRAYy3A LlzmftAO OSy
premier, researchintensive public university. With 28,900 students, 6,622 employee2£28B faculty

members, UB provides more than 400 undergraduate, graduate and professional degree programs and has
an economic impact of $1.7 billion a year. Times Higher Education named UB as one of the world's top 200
universitiesandUB is one of the el  dzy A OSNEAGASEAa Ay (GKS ! yAGSR {4}
rankings by U.S. News and World Report. UB has three campuses: North, South, and Downtown.

UB Downtown Campus

Interspersed with BNMC is the burgeoning UB Downtown Campus. It curhaist00,000 gross square
feet mainly in the Downtown Gateway Building and the Center of Excellence in Bioinformatics and Life
Sciences with 195 students, 325 faculty and staff.

AZCOM 10
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UB South Campus

UB South Campus, located in the northeasterny/c6rNJ 2 ¥ G KS / AGeé 2F . dZFFlL 23
campus. Today, this campus has about three million gross square feet of building space on 154 acres with
49 buildings. The campus has 5,758 students and 1,871 faculty ané staff.

UB North Campus

UB's North Campus in the Town of Amherst is the location of most of the university's core academic
programs. Opened in the early 1970s, it is the largest of the three campuses with 1,192 acres and 125
buildings. Its 125 buildings include academic and neteapaces, student dormitories and apartments, the
{0dzRSY (i ! yAz2ys |GKtSGAOa @SydzSaz yR GKS dzyA SNE
square feet of building space, including 11 residence halls and freampus apartment aoplexes. The

campus has 22,545 students and 5,473 faculty and staff.

The University at Buffalo 2020 PlasB 202(plan) establishes ambitious expansion plans for the all three
campuses of the University at Buffalo, with the Downtown Campus plan spdgifiglating to the planned
expansion of BNMC. Later sections of this draft Purpose and Need Statement provide more detailed
information in regard to théJB 202(lan.

5.5 Buffalo Niagara MedicaCampus

The Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus (BNMC), a consorfilmeadth care, life sciences research, and

medical education institutions, is located on 120 acres on the northern edge of the downtown area and is
developing. The major facilities on the campus include Buffalo General Medical Center, the Roswell Park
CanENJ LYadAddziSz | . Qa /tAYyAOrt YR ¢NIXyatradA2yl
FRRAGAZ2Y T GKS ySg W2KYy wd hAaKSA / KAfRNByQa | 2al
/| KAt RNBYQa | 23LIAGEE 2 F he. BMMG MdreXatilitigsare planhed ta @pentodthel 2 C
campus.

The University at Buffalo Medical School will open in 2016 on the BNMC. The building will serve as both an
entrance into the growing Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus and a bridge to the nearbyuodsmnnihe

new facility also is designed to encourage its 2,000 faculty, staff and students to filter into the surrounding
neighborhoods to eat, shop and live. A new Allen/Medical Campus Metro Rail station will be integrated

into the Medical School.

5.6  Traffic Conditions

Due to the amount of traffic traveling to, from, through and within the study area, there are currently
issues with traffic congestion. During peak hours, a number of roadway segments experience congestion.
The GBNRTC compiles traffic voluraed assesses roadway congestion through its Congestion

al yl3sSySyid {eaidSy o/ agngeplaninclibdestamanshowingagadwayxghgestion
levels based upon 2007 data. This map, as displayed in Figure 3, shows several roadway segments with
failing or nea#failing conditions and these segments includ290 (Youngmann Expressway), Millersport
Highway, Bailey Avenue, Niagara Falls Boulevard, and, Robinson Road.

AZCOM 11
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In addition, significant congestion problems occur along key argenparticularly at intersections. When
accidents or incidents occur or traffic is rerouted for other reasons, many other roads and intersections in

the study area can experience significant congestion problems.
Figure 3 Roadway Congestion Levels (2007) From GBNRTCo6 s 2-RaBde Plaro n g

Central Ave. SINE%

2007 CURRENT CONDITION
ROADWAY PERFORMANCE

By Capacity Level of Service (LOS)
For Major Roadway Selections
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No shading on roadway
LOS C or Better

Potential Improvement
LOS D

—— Deficient
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Note: Volumes used are 2007 AADTs
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6.0 Existing TransiService

The Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority (NFTA) is the public transportation operator in the Buffalo
metropolitan region and the study corridor. NFTA operates the Metrolightlrail system and a network

of bus lines called Metro Bus. Overall system ridership has been increasexceeded 30 million annual
passenger trips in 2012.

6.1 Metro Bus

NFTA Metro Bus service in the region includes 14 express bus routes, 40 begulautes, and three
Metrolink van shuttle routes. A majority of these routes intersect with or serve a portion the Amherst
Buffalo Corridor.

The Amherst portion of study area is served by the following routes:

Metro Bus Route 34iagara Falls Boulevarthis route has two branches. One runs between the
Audubon Industrial Park and University Station, and the other runs between Amherst Development Park
and University Station.

Metro Bus Route 3&heridanThis route provides eastest service along Sheriddrive in the Town of
Tonawanda and into the Town of Amherst. It serves Boulevard Mall and Northtown Plaza as well as UB
North.

Metro Bus Route 44.ockport:This route runs primarily via Millersport Highway between Lockport and
University Station. It sees UBNorth and provides limited service to the Weinberg Campus.

Metro Bus Route 4¥oungs Road:his route provides service between University Station and Erie County
College North Campus, the Amherst International Industrial Park, and the Buffaloaiagmanational
Airport.

Metro Bus Route 48Villiamsville:This route provides service between University Station and Erie County
College North Campus and the Eastern Hills Mall primarily running along Main Street. Express service to
and from downtown Buffalo is available on Metro Bus RouteM@iliamsville fromTransitown Plaza and
along Main St. to the Thruway9D). The route serves the Main and Union park and ride lot.

Metro Bus Route 4Millard SuburbanThis route runs via Sheridan Drive and other roads between
University Station and Millard Fillmore Suban Hospital.

Metro Bus Route 64In addition, Metro Bus Route 64 is an express bus route running between Lockport,
with a stop at CrossPoint Business Park, and downtown Buffalo.

These suburban routes provide a relatively limited amount of service, edlyean weekends and
especiallyrelativeto the amountof servicethat Metro Railand Metro Busprovidesin the Cityof Buffalo,as
shown in Table 1. Table 2 provides further detail on these bus routes. In terms of average weekday
ridership and the amount of service provided, Metro Bus Route 34 running primarily along Niagara Falls
Boulevard, has the highest ridership and servieele of the bus routes in the study area. Tiisroute

also has the highest farebox recovery ratio. Metro Bus Route 34 also has the lowest average weekday
speeds showing the affects of roadway congestion on bus tepesids.

AZCOM 13
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Table 1: Summary of Study Area Metro Bus Service Levels
Metro # of # of Saturday # of Sunday

Bus Weekd_ay Bus Trips Bus Trips
Route Bus Trips

In Out In Out In Out

34 29 30 25 26 23 22
35 17 18 11 12 11 12
44 17 21 4 5 2 3
47 14 15 0 0 0 0
48 20 21 11 12 10 9
49 7 8 0 0 0 0
64 2 2 0 0 0 0

Source: NFTA

T'.‘ TRANSIT
4 OPTIONS

Table 2: Average Weekday Ridership, Farebox Recovery and Speed - Study Area Metro Bus Service

Average Weekday Route Statistics
March - June, 2013

Weekday

Weekday  Farebox Average
Route Riders Recovery Speed (MPH)
34 1,470 28.9% 12.27
35 639 25.8% 13.82
44 795 19.8% 17.03
47 478 15.7% 14.31
48 885 24.1% 13.62
49 198 9.3% 13.03
64 73 13.2% 19.68

Source: NFTA

The effects of traffic congestion on bus operations can also be seentimemperformance data for Metro
Rail and Metro Bus as depicted in Table 3.

AZCOM
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Table 3: On Time Performance 1 Metro Bus and Rail (Study Area Bus Routes)

Time
Period Route| 34 35 44 47 48 49 64 RAIL

3/10-

31/2013 Normal 878 576 141 1455 313 705 148 35616
Total 992 639 159 1666 351 840 209 37334
On Time
% 88.51%| 90.14%)| 88.68%) 87.35%]| 89.17% 83.95%| 70.85%)| 95.40%

4/1-

30/2013 Normal 4732 3876 3649 2114 3370 952 199 53227
Total 5617 4486 4170 2459 3854 1175 297 55572
On Time
% 84.24%| 86.40%)| 87.51% 85.97%)| 87.44% 81.02%| 67.00%| 95.78%

5/1-

31/2013 Normal 3984 3024 2789 1613 2675 768 168 53726
Total 4785 3707 3280 1931 3120 931 241 56045
On Time
% 83.26%)| 81.58%| 85.03%) 83.53%]| 85.74% 82.49%| 69.71%)| 95.86%

6/1-

16/2013 Normal 2180 1724 1636 932 1563 442 108 26198
Total 2693 2176 1919 1102 1812 521 143 27544
On Time
% 80.95%| 79.23%| 85.25%) 84.57%)| 86.26% 84.84%| 75.52%)| 95.11%

6.2 Metro Rail

Metro RailrunsalongMain Streetfor 6.4 milesbetweenthe ErieCanaHarborStationin downtown Buffalo

and the UB South Campus (University Station). Figure 4 provides a map of the Metro Rail service. The first
1.2-mile segment in the downtown is above ground, while the remaining portidhefine is

underground. Metro Rail vehicles have exclusive operations along Main Street in the downtown area,
however, there is a new project to retifit Main Street to reintroduce cars for shared operations with

Metro Rail. Construction is now underwag the 600 block, and construction is planned for the Fountain
Plaza/ 500 Block sections20132014.

As of February 2013, the line has 13 stations. The Theatre Station was demolished as part of the project
returning cars back on Main Street. A SpeEngnts Station is located across from First Niagara Center.
Park and rides are available at University Station (600 spaces) and LaSalle Station (800 spaces).
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Figure 4 Metro Rail Line

AN STREET |
SENECA STREET

OUTH PARK AV

Weekday service runs from 5:10 AM to 12:48 AM eatlides 90 trips in each direction. Saturday service
runs from 7:05 AM to 12:49 AM and includes 62 trips in each direction, and Sunday / holiday service runs
from 8:00 AM to 11:49 AM and includes 46 trips in each direction. For hockey games and selented e

at the First Niagara Center additional service is provided using the Special Events Station.

NFTA reports that during fiscal year 201124 a total of 7 million riders used the light rail system. The
system has one of the highest ridership levels, pée, of any light rail line in the U.S. Table 4 shows the
current average weekday loads at each station for both the northbound and southbound directions. This
data shows that the busiest stations are University, Church, Lafayette Square, and Fowzain Pl
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Table 4 Metro Rail Average Weekday Passenger Loads

Rail Station Estimated Weekday Ridership
April 1, 2012- March 31, 2013

Station Boarding Alighting
University Station 3,246 3,112
LaSalle Station 1,243 1,254
Amherst Station 1,575 1,490
Humboldt Station 860 800
Delavan/Canisius College 1,313 1,063
Utica Station 1,998 2,373
SummerBest Station 972 957
Allen/Medical Campus Sta. 1,367 1,358
Fountain Plaza Station 2,467 2,544
Lafayette Station 2,454 2,467
Church Street Station 2,162 2,466
Seneca Station 819 781
Erie Canal Harbor Station 919 730
Totals 21,395 21,395

Source:NFTA

Thebasefare for the undergroundsegmentis $2, while the at-gradeDowntownsegmentis designatedasa
free fare zone. Riders between any of ttations between Canal Harbor and Fountain Plaza do not need
to pay a fare. This provision has existed since the system opened and was intended to encourage the
patronage of Downtown businesses and promote econateielopment.

6.3  University at Buffalo Bus&vice

The University at Buffalo provides extensive bus and shuttle service for its students, faculty and staff, and
visitors. The main service is the Stampede bus service, initiated in 2005, which runs between the North and
South Campuses along Millerspélighway and Grover Cleveland Highway. Stampede buses run
approximately every 5 to 10 minutes Monday through Friday during the academic year; every 30 to 60
minutes on weekends and during the summer. During peak times, the Stampede carries about 24,000
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passengers per day. In 2012, the Stampede served 3,760,000 annual pas§&€ayamis shuttle services
include the following:

North Campus Shuttle Services
1 Express ServicRuns between the Ellicott Complex and the Spine. During tharkhbpring
semesters, busses depart the Ellicott Tunnel for Lee Loop evémyibutes.
1 North Campus Shuttl€Connects the entire North Campus stopping at 18 different key locations.
Theservicealsoprovidesa valuableparkandride option from the Alumniand Stadiumparkinglots.
The Shuttle operates every 10 minutes during the semester between 8 am to 7 pm. After 7 pm the
shuttle operates every 10 to 2@inutes.
1 Green Line Shuttle: This service provides a valuable park and ride option from the Center for
Tomorrowlot to FlintLoopin the heart of the campus.TheGreenLineoperatesMondaythrough
Friday from 7:00am to 7:00pm with departures everyniiutes.
South/Downtown Campus Shuttles
1 Orange Line Shuttle: The Orange Line operates Monday through Fodagam to 3:30pm with
departures every 20 minutes. The Orange Line is a rotator shuttle connecting all areas of the South
Campus and connects to the Blue Line downtown shuttle and the-gatepus Stampede bus stops.
In addition, the Orange Line provisla Park and Ride service from the MBmiley and Parkéiots.
1 BlueLineShuttle:The"UBBLUHB.INE'isaroute that connectshe Downtownand SouthCampuses
weekdays. Two shuttles operate daily on the UB BLUE LINE, with the first shuttle departing the
Main Bailey lot at 6:30 am each weekday, and the final shuttle dropping off at Main Circle at 8:35
pm. Between 7:30am and 5:30pm the shuttle operates evermniutes.
Mall/Market Shuttle ServiceThe Mall/Market bus and shuttle runs Wednesday and Saturdagisag the
fall and spring semester when classes are in session. Shuttles will provide transportation to WalMart,
Wegmans, Tops (on Maple Rd) and the Boulevard Mall from both North and South Campuses.

6.4  Private Student Apartment Shuttle Service:

A number ofprivately run, offcampus studenbriented apartment complexes also offer shuttle services to
UB campuses, including University Village at Sweethome, the Villas at Chestnut Ridge, Collegiate Village,
among others.

7.0 Changing Land Udeatterns
This sectiorfocuses upon potential future land use.

7.1  City ofBuffalo

The Buffalo metropolitan region is undergoing an economic transformation. Buffalo is and has been
experiencing a period of substantial economic restructuring, transforming the employment base from a
manufacturing focus to a more diverse and contemporary economy that includes financial services, higher
education and research, medical research and treatment, anhtional logistics. Downtown Buffalo has

over $3 billion of projects completed, under @truction, or planned, including projects at the Erie Canal
Harbor and BNMC. Figure 5 prepared by the Buffalo Niagara Enterprise shows downtown Buffalo
development projects by status.

AZCOM 18



Metro Amherstq Buffalo Corridor Draft Environmental Impact Staterr TV B TRANSIT]

Draft Purpose and Need Statement A AOPTlos
DRAFT: July 31, 2013 NFTA-Metro Amherst-Butal

Figure 5 Downtown Buffalo Development Projects
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